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Press Release
The Basque Country 
Architecture Institute 
opens its doors with 
an exhibition about the 
importance of reusing  
the built environment.
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> Under the title ‹Tabula non rasa›, the exhibition in Santa Teresa Convent 
in San Sebastián includes a project competing for the Mies Van der Rohe 
Prize 2019, awarded by the European Union. It will be open until July.

> The exhibition will be the Institute’s debut event. This year, the Institute 
will organise summer schools, workshops, talks and activities to promote 
Basque architectural culture, as well as the MUGAK Biennial planned for 
autumn.

Donostia-San Sebastián, 14 March 2019

The Basque Country Architecture Institute (EAI/IAE) is making its debut. 
This evening, the Santa Teresa Convent, located in the old town of San 
Sebastián, will open its doors for the first time. And to celebrate, the 
opening event is an international exhibition. It is entitled ‹Tabula non rasa›, 
curated by the Berlin architects and critics Ilka and Andreas Ruby (Ruby 
Press), and it concerns the importance of reusing the built environment. 
 This opening exhibition has previously been presented at the 
Gellerup Museum in Denmark and at the Swiss Architecture Museum  
in Basel. It includes a finalist participating in the Mies Van der Rohe Prize 
2019, awarded by the European Union. This is the GHI rehabilitation 
project, consisting of the transformation of 530 dwellings in a 1960s 
residential block in the French city of Bordeaux. One of its authors,  
the French architect Christophe Hutin, will give a conference before  
the opening of the exhibition.
 ‹Tabula non rasa› uses three pieces (three installations) to propose  
a reflection on the evolution of buildings and urban and built spaces.  
The common element of the proposals gathered in the exhibition is the 
process of research understood not solely as the trigger of the project,  
but also as an essential component of the very transformation which  
takes place.  
 The exhibition covers different scales of intervention, from the 
smallest to those of urban and territorial scale, and gathers together 
research and projects by the firms agps, Lacaton & Vassal, Hutin, Druot  
and the prestigious ETH school in Zürich.
 For many years, we have seen how buildings are demolished and 
replaced by others, which means not only economic and environmental 
damage, but also a loss of urban identity. Currently, however, criticism  
of this abuse of demolition is growing, and more and more architects  
are looking into the ‹transformability› of buildings, which opens up an  
area of research without predefined guidelines.

Open until July
 ‹Tabula non rasa› will be open until July. It will be the first  
milestone for the new Institute, but there will be more throughout 
this year. The most important will be the second edition of the MUGAK 
International Architecture Biennial, planned for this autumn.
 Further information:
 Eduardo Ortiz de Arri
 647 770052


